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Firstly, maybe you could run through the background of this project, how you became involved 

with TEDx and how you found out about Materiale Centralen? 
 
I have always wanted to be involved in TEDx events, therefore I signed up to be a volunteer but it took 

some time to become part of it. I had previous experience with stage design, working in highly 

collaborative and creative team environment so once they had an open volunteer position for design 

team leader, I wanted to be in.  
In my team, one of the girls - Amanda- proposed an idea to work with recycled materials in 

MaterialeCentralen, and we all thought that is a brilliant idea and we made it work. 
 
What were some of the important things for your group in the first stages of planning? 

 
It was a bit complicated in the beginning, as we didn’t have a clear idea about the design itself. We tried 

to keep an open mind and first find materials and see how we can build from there. We had a basic 

framework of what we want to do, but the result was entirely dependant on the materials we can 

find/how we use them.  
So the important things- planning do do everything within short time, material collection, help 

from MaterialeCentralen staff 
 
Why did you choose to work with Materiale Centralen? 

 
I think we all felt like using recycled materials is great idea from the very beginning, but the unlimited 

amount of all sorts of materials we could get and find in MC was such a good offer we could not turn 

down. Along with professional help and tools we could use, I really believe we made the best choice 

choosing MC. 
 
Did you originally intend to use up-cycled materials? 

 
No, but as soon as we found out about MC we were negotiating with our leaders in TEDx to get the 

deal. 
 
What was something you learnt in your utilisation of up-cycled materials? 

 
That there are so many ways to use them, so many possibilities and even if the materials are not 

perfect (let’s say it has a cut or something that makes it uneven or etc), it made us think more 

creatively about the usage of it and actually changed the way we used it  
Another thing is that you can honestly find everything and make anything you want, the design or thing 

you make may end up a bit more funky or creative than you might though the first time, but what’s the 

point of being creative at all of not doing this? 
 
Do you think using up-cycled materials, for purposes other than their original intention, assisted or 

obstructed creativity? 
 
Yes, exactly what I answered in the previous question hehe 
 

 



 

 

How did you find combing the practicalities of the project with the design aspect? 
 
I am not sure if I understand this, but I guess we did two things- what we had to do for the project and 

what we wanted to do. We made designs carrying logo and other things that were needed, but we also 

played with our creative designs and combined this two in the final result. 

 

As a result would you use upcycled materials for future projects and perhaps Materiale Centralen 

again? 
 
For sure it was a great experience. I never used up cycled materials before for design but trying it now, I 

think it really makes sense to do it. 

 
Are there lessons learned that you would take into new projects? 

 
Better time management for the team and more time for building the stage design from our side. I 

learned a lot about usage of power tools, and just talking to many different designers broadened my 

creative thinking and view on creative design solutions. 
 
What was your overall experience like with Materiale Centralen, would you recommend using us 

to other similar projects? 

 

I would highly recommend it, we had a great experience working in MC and with people from MC. We 

got so much help from many people on staff that we would not be able to build the design without. We 

got a lot of professional input for our project, a lot of ideas and issues solving discussions. We would not 

make it without help from MC. 


