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Firstly, maybe you could run through the background of this project, how you became 
involved with TEDx and how you found out about Materiale Centralen? 
 
I actually learned about Materiale centralen before getting involved with TEDx. I was in an 
urban gardening project in Berlin two years ago, where we worked with the Material Maffia, 
that has a similar way of working. They collect, organize and distribute materials for reuse 
and upcycling, and they connect requests with resources. Since then I've been on the 
lookout for something similar in Copenhagen.  
 
I came across Materiale Centralen at a visit to Guldminen around christmas, and felt I had to 
make a possible collaboration happen.  
When the stage design project came along it was such a great match. We needed affordable 
and sustaniable materials, a place to prototype and build, and we needed the inspiration and 
knowledge the Materiale Centralen team could offer. 
 
What were some of the important things for your group in the first stages of planning? 
 
I guess to keep the concept at the right level of development. Meaning, clear enough to be 
focused and productive in our collection of material, and not get lost in all the resources — 
and still loose enough to let the materials we found inspire and dictate the possible 
outcomes.  
 
We had a visual sketch; some shapes, textures and functions we looked for, and 
experimented our way from there. Going into the process we had almost no idea where we 
would end up. And we had to make the rest of the TEDx team trust that this experimental 
process would come out great.   
 
Why did you choose to work with Materiale Centralen? 
 
Well, Materiale Centralen has an overall mindset I really agree with and it feels very right to 
work with a team that has a proactive and straight forward way of dealing with the 
sustainability question. And then there were the practical sides of it, Guldminen offers 
facilities, tools and knowledge that we just didn't have. 
 
Did you originally intend to use up-cycled materials? 
 
Sort of. My personal interest in environmental responsibility and alternative materials has 
become an unofficial agenda in my company too. I try to make thoughtful decisions in all my 
work and use  sustainable materials and production methods whenever possible while still 
striving to make beautiful things. I think that's the way to open peoples eyes to upcykled 
materials: It can't look like recycled trash, we have to show people what design thinking and 
creative decisions can result in.  
A bonus is also that the products tend to become more unique. 
 



 

 

What was something you learnt in your utilisation of up-cycled materials? 
 
Hm.. To let co of control and perfectionism and love the little “gifts” that comes with working 
with material that has a history. But also what amazing things can show up while just 
browsing. It keeps blowing my mind what people throw out.  
It's really become a bad habit, I see things in the street and think of possible uses for them. 
We used a lot of lamps in the TEDx project and last night there was one standing by the 
container behind my house. My instinct was to run out and take it. I hope someone else did. 
 
Do you think using up-cycled materials, for purposes other than their original intention, 
assisted or obstructed creativity? 
 
It really assisted. Some times the material itself is inspiring, some times it's the boundaries 
that becomes a challenge to overcome, you have to re-think what you are doing really often 
which is always a good exercise. 
 
How did you find combing the practicalities of the project with the design aspect? 
 
I thinks it's not different from any other design process – unexpected stuff always happens 
along the way, in any process. Things you thought were easy always ends up taking way 
longer than you thought and things your were concerned about works out just fine. A sketch 
or a prototype can never really tell you what the impact of a project will be in the end. 
 
As a result would you use upcycled materials for future projects and perhaps Materiale 
Centralen again?  
 
Absolutely, I just feel confirmed in the fact that this is how I want to work. We, as humans, 
need to think about the way we consume and what resources we use, and Materiale 
Centralen offers one way of tackling this. 
 
 
What was your overall experience like with Materiale Centralen, would you recommend 
using us to other similar projects? 
 
Without a doubt. 
 
 


